
Commissioner Paul Stoker 
is the oldest of eight siblings 
and was born in Ontario, 
Oregon.   
 
At the age of nine, Paul and 
his family moved to Othello, 
Washington. He helped his 
father clear sagebrush on 
the new family farm and 
anxiously awaited the 
arrival of the first irrigation 
water for their new home.   
 
The next several years were 
filled with dust storms, 
bugs and hot weather. 
 
Education, Degrees & 
Teaching 
After graduation from high 
school he studied four years 
at Brigham Young 
University, majoring in 
accounting, economics, and 
business management.   
 
Back At the Farm 
Following college, he 
returned home to farm with 
his father.  

Raising a wide variety of 
crops such as potatoes, 
seed crops, sugar beets, 
wheat and hay he was 
exposed to a wide variety 
of agricultural 
experiences.  Jointly they 
ventured into other 
venues of interest, real 
estate development, cattle 
ranching and a fertilizer 
dealership. 
 
Conservation Commission 
Paul was invited to his 
first conservation district 
meeting under the 
assumption that it was a 
Farm Services Agency 
(FSA) meeting. 
Subsequently during this 
meeting, he discovered 
conservation districts role 
to water issues.   
 
Paul became a supervisor 
shortly thereafter at the 
Othello Conservation 
District. He became 
actively involved in local 
water issues.   
 
Washington Association 
of Conservation Districts 
Paul was soon elected as 
an area director for the 
North Central 
Washington area and 
served many years in this 
capacity on the Officers & 
Directors Board.  

In 2001, Paul was elected 
Vice President of the 
Washington Association  
of Conservation Districts 
and currently serves  
as President .   
 
He actively supports the 
grassroots, pro active 
problem solving approach 
of conservation districts. 
 
This approach is evident in 
providing leadership in the 
formation of the Ground 
Water Management Area 
in Adams, Grant and 
Franklin counties.   
 
Paul enjoys working with 
the leaders and producers 
of the 800,000 irrigated 
acres dealing with nitrate 
issues.  

Continued on page 2 

COMMISSIONER PROFILE 

COMMISSIONER PAUL STOKER 

From the Chair 2 

WSCC Organizational Values 2 

2004 Salmon Summit 3 

WACD Area Meetings 3 

Envirothon 4 

Wahkiakum Conservation District 5 

Calendar and Contacts 6 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 

C
O

M
M

IS
SI

O
N

 C
O

N
VE

R
SA

TI
O

N
 

W
A

S
H

I
N

G
T

O
N

 S
T

A
T

E
 C

O
N

S
E

R
V

A
T

I
O

N
 C

O
M

M
I

S
S

I
O

N
 

Volume 3, Issue 5 

August 2004 

Commissioner Paul Stoker 

Commissioner Stoker with his granddaughter at one of his many visits to see Mickey! 



Recent events have exemplified 
the need for the Conservation 
Commission and the Washington 
Association of Conservation 
Districts to develop more, and 
better, methods of 

communication with other state 
agencies that deal with natural 
resource issues.  
 
I was surprised to learn how an 
acronym, being used to make 
reference to one of our concerns, has 
been interpreted as part of another 
agencies program. This has led to 
some consternation and confusion by 
people that we least want to be 
concerned and confused—agency 
directors and legislators!  
 
It's a lesson learned and to be 
avoided, as we look to the future in 
asserting ourselves as being the 
agency with the capability of assisting 
landowners in putting solutions on 
the ground to resolve environmental 
issues. 
 
 
 

WSCC Chair 
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FROM THE CHAIR…TRACY ERIKSEN 

C OMMISSION CONVERSATION 

MISSION 
The mission of the Washington State Conservation Commission is to lead the citizens of the state in the wise stewardship, 
conservation, and protection of soil, water, and related natural resources on private lands by providing structure and 
leadership for good governance by the conservation districts to provide education, technical assistance, and implementation of 
land management practices. 

 
VISION 

The landscape reflects good stewardship. 
The Washington State Conservation Commission is the independent and balanced organization of choice to implement 
stewardship in the state of Washington with conservation districts and partner organizations. 
 

VALUES 
The Washington State Conservation Commission respects and honors both private and public land, as well as resources and 
people.  We demonstrate this by valuing: 

This approach to employing local 
issue solving has led to  
numerous speaking invitations 
statewide. 
 
Family 
Paul has been married to his wife, 
Donna, for 35 years this December. 
They have five daughters and 17 
grandchildren with whom they enjoy 
sharing their spare time.  
 
Spare Time 
Besides sharing their time with  
their family and grandchildren, Paul 
and Donna also enjoy traveling.  
They travel as often as possible to 
Florida to visit Mickey’s house!  
 

STOKER, CONT’D. 

WSCC MISSION, VISION, AND AGENCY VALUES 

 Heathly, diverse landscapes. 
 Voluntary, incentive-based activities and solutions on working lands that reflect local and community priorities. 
 Partnerships at local, state, federal, and Tribal levels. 
 Diverse ideas and cultures. 
 Accountability. 
 Natural resource based industries and their economic contribution. 
 Highest personal and organizational integrity and ethical standards for WSCC members, staff,  

and conservation districts. 
 Good policy and governance. 
 Open communications. 
 Pride in land stewardship. 
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The Biodiversity Council was 
established by Executive Order 04-02 
on March 1, 2004. The Biodiversity 
Council recommends ways to manage 
and protect our state's biodiversity.   
 
On July 13, 2004, Governor Gary 
Locke announced his appointments to 
the Biodiversity Council. Wade 
Troutman of Bridgeport (Foster Creek 
Conservation District) and Jackie 
Reid of Olympia (Thurston 
Conservation District) were 
appointed. Their term will end in 
December 31, 2007. 
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BIODIVERSITY COUNCIL WACD AREA MEETINGS 

SALMON SUMMIT 2004 
On May 4, 2004, the Benton 
Conservation District held their 4th 
Annual Salmon Release at Horn 
Rapids Park. Numerous partners 
helped in the event. It was fantastic! 
 
More than 950 children in the 5th 
through 8th grades attended the event 
and released Chinook fingerlings into 
the Yakima River that they had raised 
in the classroom.  
 

Learning sessions about water quality, 
conservation and stewardship were set 
up so that each group rotated through. 
 
There was tremendous pride in what 
they had done! The experience will be 
one of those life-lessons they will 
remember far into the future.  

 

Area Host District Meeting Date Location 
Southwest Clark CD September 29, 2004 Water Resources Education Ctr. 

4600 SE Columbia Way 
Vancouver WA 

Northwest King CD September 30, 2004 Woodland Park Zoo in North 
Central Seattle 

S Central South Yakima CD October 19, 2004 Best Western Grape Vine Inn 
1849 Quail Lane 
Sunnyside, WA 98944 

N Central Chelan County CD October 20, 2004 To be determined 

Northeast Spokane CD October 21, 2004 Spokane CD 
210 N. Havana 
Spokane, WA 

Southeast Pine Creek CD October 22, 2004 To be determined 

2004 Salmon Summit Events 

2004 Salmon Summit 



2004 ENVIROTHON 
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Grant/Adams Regional Envirothon 
On March 31, 2004 the Grant/Adams 
Region held their Envirothon at 
Wentworth Farms. Over 115 people 
were in attendance.  

Representatives from the Bureau of 
Reclamation, state and federal Fish 
and Wildlife agencies, Quincy Farm 
Chemical, Public Utilities District, 
Natural Resource Conservation 
Service, Resource Conservation and 
Development, Grant/Adams Campfire 
organization, Okanogan, Adams 
Conservation Districts and the private 
farmers.  
 
While the students were competing, 
their advisors received an educational 
seminar by host Dale Wentworth and 
Bill Lamphere, of Organics QFC. 
 

What 
Envirothon is a problem-solving, 
natural resource competition for high 
school students. In the field, teams of 
students are challenged to hone critical 
thinking skills and word as a team to 
both answer written questions and 
conduct hands-on investigation of 
environmental issues in five 
categories—Water, Soil, Forestry, 
Wildlife and Current Environmental 
Issues. A sixth component integrates 
all five test categories and requires 
teams to use an interdisciplinary 
approach to present an Oral 
Presentation on the Current 
Environmental Issues topic. 
 
How 
Reference guides for students and 
study-area guides for teachers are 
included in this packet and can be used 
as a curricula guide for classroom 
study at any level. Local conservation 
district personnel can mentor teams 
that participate.  
 
Conservation districts, in conjunction 
with cooperating agencies, educators, 
community groups and interest 
groups, run local Envirothon 
competitions in the Spring. Winning 
teams from each conservation district 
compete in a state contest, and the 
winning team goes to the Canon 
Envirothon competition. 

Why 
Envirothon stimulates, reinforces and 
enhances students’ interest in the 
environment and out state’s natural 
resources. Envirothon was created by 
the Pennsylvania Association of 
Conservation District in 1979 as an 
outdoor hands-on competition. In 
1980, the name was changed from 
Environmental Olympics as the 
concept expanded to other states and a 
national competition was added. The 
name was then changed in 1988 to 
Envirothon. More than 17 states, along 
with Nova Scotia and some provinces 
in Canada participate. Envirothon 
affords a unique interdisciplinary 
approach to teaching more 
environmental education. And, it’s fun! 
 

Washington State Envirothon Committee 
Contact: Laura Clark at the Okanogan CD 

by Laura Clark 
 
Washington State Envirothon 
The Okanogan Conservation District 
hosted this year’s Washington State 
Envirothon competition on May 24-
25, 2004 at the Lake Wenatchee 
YMCA Camp near Leavenworth. 
 
Seventeen teams consisting of five 
high school students from around 
the state competed for the chance to 
represent Washington State at the 
international event. 
 
Students were tested in aquatics, 
soil, forestry, wildlife and this year’s 
current environmental issue of 
natural resource management in the 
urban environment.  Students also 
prepared and gave an oral 
presentation on the current 
environmental issue. 
 
This year’s winning team hails from 
our own Cascade High School in 
Leavenworth.  Team captain Erin 
Pain, team members Greg 
Smallwood, Colin MacDonald, Kelley 
Ortega and Tasha Tarver along with 
their teacher Doyle Massey will be 
headed to Buckhannon, West 
Virginia to the 2004 Canon 
Envirothon.  There they will compete 
against 50 teams from the United 
States and Canada. 

Congratulations Cascade High School and good luck 
at the Canon Envirothon!!! 

REGIONAL ENVIROTHON 

1st Place Grant County, Lake Roosevelt Team 
Adam County, Ritzville Team (left) 

STATE ENVIROTHON 



Meadows Channel Map 

by Tom Salzer 

Cautionary note: the following is 
not a final success story. Successful 
implementation has not yet 
happened. This is a story of what it 
sometimes takes to identify an 
opportunity, pursue it, and how 
long it takes.  
 
Skamokawa Slough Coho Habitat 
Revitalization  
 

Chain of events: 
1. A dead slough was created due 

to flood control efforts during 
the 1950s. A new, straightened 
channel was constructed to go 
around facilities at the mouth 
of Skamokawa Creek, cutting 
off about a mile of meandering 
channel (see the map). 

 
2. Watershed work (including a 

Displaced Fisher Program 
stream survey project) in the 
early to mid-1990s called 
attention to this opportunity. 

 
3. During the Limiting Factors 

process, this opportunity was 
discussed in more depth.  If 
water quality was improved, 
and if the meandering channel 
was reconnected, additional 
outgoing rearing habitat for 
Coho salmon would become 
available. 

 
4. The Department of Ecology is 

concerned about mixing dead 
slough water with oxygenated 
Columbia River water. 
Reconnecting the slough would 
mix low-oxygen water with 
fish-bearing waters. 

 
5. The local diking district may 

not have been involved in the 
original limiting factors 
process, but they are now 
engaged in discussions about 
this potential project. As part of 
a proposal to the Lower 
Columbia River Estuary 
Partnership (LCREP), the 
Columbia River Estuary Study 
Taskforce (CREST) contacted 
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WAHKIAKUM CONSERVATION DISTRICT SUCCESS STORY IN THE MAKING 

the local diking district and found 
them very supportive of the 
concept. 

 
6. CREST and the Wahkiakum 

Conservation District have 
discussed a proposal to assess the 
feasibility of reconnection. 
Thoughts include: making 
tidegates fish friendly and opening 
the headgate seasonally; removing 
tidegates to restore backwater 
floodplain storage in the system; 
and simply increasing the amount 
of runoff entering the slough. The 
need is to improve water quality in 
the slough by moving more water 
through it all year and to provide 
access to the slough during periods 
of Coho migration. 

 
7. LCREP has funded the feasibility 

assessment phase and is very 
interested in opportunities for 
restoration. 

This is a potential success story with a 
timeline that extends back more than 
half a century. The Displaced Fisher 
program goes back to the early-mid 
1990s and that was the first time this 
restoration opportunity was 
specifically identified. Work for the 
limiting factors report covering WRIA 
25 was done in 2001 and the final 
report that provided additional detail 
was published in January 2002.  
Watching this opportunity unfold is 
very exciting and is a testament to local 
involvement and persistence! 
 

For more information, contact Darin 
Houpt at the Cowlitz/Wahkiakum 

Conservation District directly. 



WASHINGTON STATE 

CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

AUGUST 
19 Special WSCC Meeting 
23 Governor’s Forum on Monitoring 
25 POG  
26 PSAT Meeting 
 IT Portfolio Due 
 
 

 

SEPTEMBER 
6 Labor Day 
9 Agricultural Lands Statewide 
 Advisory Group Meeting 
14 SRFB & OWEB Meeting 
15 WSCC Tour & Interactive Dinner 
 hosted by Benton CD 
16 WSCC Commission Meeting, 
 BW Grape Vine Inn, Sunnyside 
17 WSCC Transition Document Due 
 PSAT Meeting 
20 Coordinated Resource Executive 
 Meeting—Semiahmoo, Blaine, WA 
22 POG Meeting 
24 POG Meeting 
29 SW Area Meeting 
30 NW Area Meeting 
 
 

PLEASE COPY 
AND DISTRIBUTE! 

Our Website: 

www.scc.wa.gov 

WSCC COMMISSION MEMBERS 
TRACY ERIKSEN, CHAIR 
Palouse-Rock Conservation District 
PO Box 438 
St. John, WA 99171 
509.648.3680  Fax: 509.648.3772 
 
JAMES L. PETERS, VICE CHAIR 
WSCC 
PO Box 47721 
Olympia, WA 98504-7721 
360.407.6202  Fax:  360.407.6215 
 
ED ADAMS 
WSU CAHNRSC 
534 East Trent, Ste. 203  
PO Box 1495 
Spokane WA 99210-1495 
509.358.7960  Fax:  509.358.7979 
 
LYNN BAHRYCH 
WSCC 
PO Box 47721 
Olympia, WA 98504-7721 
360.407.6202  Fax:  407.6215 
 
BILL BOYUM 
WA Dept. of Natural Resources 
713 E. Bowers Road 
Ellensburg WA 98916 
509.925.0954  Fax:  509.925.8522 
 
LYNN BROWN 
Kittitas County Conservation District 
607 E Mountain View Avenue  
Ellensburg, WA 98926-3863 
509.925.8585  Fax:  509.925.8591 

LEE FAULCONER 
WA Dept. of Agriculture 
PO Box 42560 
Olympia, WA 98504-2560 
360.902.1804  Fax:  902.2092 
 
DAVE PEELER 
WA Dept. of Ecology 
PO Box 47600 
Olympia, WA 98504-7600 
360.407.6489  Fax:  360.407.6426  
 
JACYLN REID 
WSCC 
PO Box 47721 
Olympia, WA 98504-7721 
360.407.6202  Fax:  360.407.6215 
 
PAUL STOKER 
WACD President 
Othello Conservation District 
449 E Cedar Blvd. 
Othello, WA 99344-0323 
509.488.2802  Fax:  509.488.6080 
 
MARK CLARK—EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
WSCC 
PO 47721 
Olympia, WA 98504-7721 
360.407.6202  Fax:  407.6215 

The Conservation Conversation newsletters are available online at: 
http://filecab.scc.wa.gov/index.html?DIR=Commission/Newsletters 

WSCC SEPTEMBER MEETING 
September 16, 2004 

Best Western Grape Vine Inn 
1849 Quail Lane 

Sunnyside, Washington 98944  
 

If you would like more 
information call 360.407.6200. 

300 Desmond Drive 
Lacey, Washington  98503 

PO Box 47721 
Olympia, Washington 98504-7721 

WASHINGTON STATE 
CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

COMMISSION CALENDAR 

Phone: 360.407.6200 
Fax: 360.407.6215 

Email: quality-team@scc.wa.gov 
 

We help protect, conserve and 
enhance natural resources. 

OCTOBER 
5 Jt. PSAT Meeting 
7 Centennial Accord Meeting of 
 the State & Tribes 
11 Columbus Day 
14 Parks & Recreation Meeting 
15 POG Meeting 
 Sustainability Progress Report 
19 S Central Area Meeting 
20 N Central Area Meeting 
21 POG Meeting 
 NE Area Meeting 
22 SE Area Meeting 
23 Vim Wright 2004 Stewardship  
 Award Ceremony 
26 POG Meeting 
 
 


